Mower County Health & Human Services

Eligibility & Fee Policy


Effective September 1, 2017
Mower County provides a wide array of services to its residents, including those designed to improve social and behavioral conditions. The County may provide these services directly or purchase the services from among its contracted providers.  Case management services provided by the County are considered services for purposes of this policy.

Effective September 1, 2017, Mower County Health & Human Services will utilize the following eligibility criteria and fee policies in relation to the services the Agency provides:

· For Health & Human Service programs, Mower County is the payer of last resort. Persons requesting or receiving services must first utilize all available resources before being considered for partial or full payment of services.  “Available resources” include, but are not limited to:  private and public health insurance, cash, checking accounts, savings accounts, stocks & bonds, certificates of deposit, IRA’s and trust instruments which make provisions for payment for the special needs of the applicant.  Accessible liquid assets in excess of $10,000 for single adults and $20,000 for two or more adults are considered “available” to be used to help defray the cost of services provided. Mower County will utilize Medical Assistance definitions when determining what resources are available.
· A local social service agency may charge fees for social services provided to a family or individual not on public assistance pursuant to Minnesota Statute 393.12.
· Persons without health insurance must apply for publicly funded health insurance, (Medical Assistance, Minnesota Care, etc.), as a condition of receiving services from Mower County. 

· All applicants must attest to full disclosure of income and assets and be willing to provide proof if requested. Applicants knowingly supplying false or incomplete information may be subject to civil and criminal action.

· No fees will be charged to individuals and families whose adjusted gross household  income falls below Federal Poverty guidelines adjusted for household size in accordance with Minnesota Statute 256M.60, subdivision 6.
· If more than one service is received, only one fee will be charged. 
· Collection actions (ie. revenue recapture, judgment) will be pursued on any outstanding fees.
· In some cases, assistance granted will be subject to recovery from a person’s estate in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section 246.53. 

1.    Children's Services
· Child Protection Assessment Services will be provided without regard to income. 

· Child Protection/Family Services will have no fees if MA eligible. 
· Children’s Mental Health Case Management will have no fees if MA eligible.
· Home Studies for special needs adoptions will be performed at no charge. 

· Home Studies for Stepparent Adoptions and adoption records searches are subject to a fee based on income after considering available resources of the requesting parties.
· Social Workers are required to complete the Placement Routing Form for children going into placement, and route it to team members.  
· Whenever any child who has developmental disabilities, or a physical disability or emotional disturbance, is in 24-hour care outside the home (including Respite Care), in a facility licensed by DHS, fees shall be charged to the parent or guardian in accordance with Minnesota Statutes 252.27 utilizing the guidelines published by DHS for the social services fee schedule.  All other out-of-home care fees will be subject to judicial review. Income attributable to the child (example: SSI), with the exception of a personal needs allowance, shall be used to offset the cost of out of home care (Reduced Fee Schedule).
· All other services, unless paid for with Medical Assistance funds, will be provided subject to a fee based on income after considering the available resources of the parents or custodians.
· An out of home placement fee equal to the adoption assistance payment will be assessed for children who receive adoption assistance.
2.
Child Care

· For persons eligible for Child Care assistance through the Basic Sliding Fee Program, including MFIP, and the Transition Year, the Agency will use the co-payment Schedule published by DHS.  The co-pay is paid to the primary provider.
3.
Family Planning Community Clinic
· All services, unless paid for with MFPP (Minnesota Family Planning Program), will be subject to a fee based the Mower County Reduced Fee Schedule.
4.
Chemical Dependency

· Persons receiving Sub acute Detoxification Services paid for by Mower County will be billed for the entire cost of services, less the amount paid by other sources such as private insurance. Persons providing proof that they have no available resources and that their income falls below the Federal Poverty Guideline adjusted for household size will not have collection action taken against them, except as provided for in statute.

· Persons receiving chemical dependency assessments will be subject to the current DHS CCDTF Eligibility Determination Schedule.  Persons providing proof that they have no available resources and that their income falls below the determined guideline adjusted for household size will not be charged a fee.

5.
Adult Mental Health

· Persons receiving services under Minnesota Statutes 253B.05, (temporary confinement) and 253B.07 , (emergency hold orders) paid for by Mower County will be billed for the entire cost of services, less the amount paid by other sources such as private insurance. Persons providing proof that they have no available resources and that their income falls below the Federal Poverty Guideline adjusted for household size will not have collection action taken against them, except as provided for in statute.

· State provided residential services will determine a fee based on state rules.

· All other services, unless paid for with Medical Assistance funds, will be subject to a fee in accordance with Minnesota Statutes utilizing the guidelines published by DHS for the social services fee schedule.  (Reduced Fee Schedule)
· Fee determination reassessments are to be completed at the time of a client’s annual review.  

6.
Adult Services

· Adult Protection Assessment services will be provided without regard to income.

· Alternate Care Program Services - State Guidelines will be followed.

· All other services, unless paid for with Medical Assistance funds, will be subject to a fee in accordance with Minnesota Statutes utilizing the guidelines published by DHS for the social services fee schedule.  (Reduced Fee Schedule)

· A fee will not be assessed for intermittent DD case management related activities for school age children that involve less than one hour in a given month. For example, ½ hour assisting parents in planning for their developmentally disabled child will not have a fee assessed.  
7.
All Groups

· Information and referral services are available at no charge.
· At the time services are initiated, an application for reduced fee form needs to be completed.  

· Client fees will be reviewed at least annually using the income guidelines.  Any change in income is to be reported within 15 calendar days.
· Full cost of placement or services will be assessed if reduced fee application along with required verifications is not received by agency within 15 calendar days from receipt. 

· Fees will not be adjusted for services provided more than 30 days prior to agency receiving documentation verifying income or a change in income.
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